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educators and public servants, Mr. Norm
Kirschenbaum, who will retire on August 2nd
after 39 years of dedicated service to his com-
munity.

For the past four decades, Mr.
Kirschenbaum has been an integral part of the
district’s public school system. Involved in the
educational process at nearly every level, Mr.
Kirschenbaurn has served as a classroom
teacher, assistant principal, principal, edu-
cational director, and assistant superintendent
before being asked to head the Hacienda La
Puente Unified School District in 1999. His ad-
vancement through the ranks is most certainly
deserved. Under his leadership, the district
has achieved tremendous growth in the stu-
dent Academic Performance Index. In addi-
tion, because of his unfailing dedication, the
district has seen an increase in number of
schools receiving California Distinguished
School accreditation and has achieved a bal-
anced budget.

In his many roles as educational coordi-
nator, Mr. Kirschenbaum has worked tirelessly
to improve management. An acknowledged
trainee in Stephen Covey’s ‘‘Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People’’, Mr. Kirschenbaum
started a district-wide program to train admin-
istrators, teachers, and support staff using the
Covey model.

Mr. Kirschenbaum’s achievements extend
far beyond the district. Throughout the years,
he has served on several state educational
committees. In that capacity, Mr.
Kirschenbaum helped to pioneer California’s
groundbreaking Holocaust and Genocide
Framework. As a member of those commit-
tees, he worked to establish a foundation for
effective year-round education. His extensive
accomplishments in this area were sufficient to
garner national recognition.

Perhaps the most amazing thing about Mr.
Kirschenbaum is that, despite his many ac-
complishments, he remains humble. In a re-
cent meeting of school officials, Mr.
Kirschenbaurn acknowledged the importance
of working cooperatively in education and
noted his delight in doing his part. ‘‘All this’’,
he said, ‘‘could only have been possible
through a team effort on the part of our entire
school community. Our primary mission of
raising student achievement in an environment
that values the importance of relationship
building and becoming more client focused
has made the difference. I’m proud to have
had a part in shaping this direction for our dis-
trict.’’

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to personally
commend Norm for his dedication to the stu-
dents of Hacienda La Puente Unified School
and the greater Southern California edu-
cational system. He is a model of the pas-
sionate American educator and devoted cit-
izen. I know the rest of the House will join me
in congratulating Norm and wishing him the
best of luck in his retirement.
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Mr. KUCHINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Police Chief Dominic V. Meuti who is

celebrating his retirement from the police force
after 50 years with the Bedford Heights’ Police
Department.

Police Chief Meuti has a long and distin-
guished career with the City of Bedford
Heights and is believed to be the longest-serv-
ing active police chief in the country. Mr. Meuti
began his service in 1951 as a 21 year old
mechanic. Earning just $1.25 an hour, he ac-
cepted the position after only a few months of
police work under his belt.

As chief, Mr. Meuti performed countless
jobs to make sure the city ran smoothly. In the
winter, he acted as the Service Department,
and plowed the snow using his beat-up
Chevy. In the summer, he patrolled the tiny
village in his own car. Chief Meuti’s dedication
to his job was displayed with the countless
hours of work he performed. During his ten-
ure, the community has grown to over 11,000,
and the force has expanded to 38 full-time of-
ficers.

Police Chief Meuti’s life, however, is not
consumed with the police force. His office is
filled with family photographs and he remains
extremely active in his local community. His
kind spirit and warm smile attract people to
him. He has served his community selflessly
for 50 years and is an inspiration to many.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring a
great man on his retirement. For 50 years, Po-
lice Chief Dominic V. Meuti has dedicated his
life to public service. His love and dedication
to his community will be greatly missed.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to day in rec-
ognition of Mr. Robert Levine, the newly elect-
ed president of the Federation of Jewish
Men’s Clubs (FJMC), for his commitment to
and accomplishments on behalf of the edu-
cational and social well being of Central New
Jersey’s Jewish community. Bob has helped
the FJMC contribute to the health of our na-
tion’s Jewish community. On July 14, he will
assume the office of president of the FJMC.

Bob Levine is a long-time resident of Cen-
tral Jersey. A former Middlesex County Col-
lege computer science professor and inde-
pendent training consultant, he has a distin-
guished career which has paralleled his nearly
three decades of affiliation with the East
Brunswick Jewish Center.

Bob has served as president of both the
Men’s Club of East Brunswick Jewish Center
and of the FJMC’s Northern New Jersey Re-
gion. He has also served as the Vice Presi-
dent and First Vice President of the FJMC,
and has been responsible for overseeing a
number of the Federation’s many programs
and committees.

Bob Levine’s entire life has been character-
ized by his devotion to his family, faith and
community service. I congratulate Bob Levine
on his many accomplishments. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in praising his many con-
tributions to our society.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize three of
New York’s outstanding young students,
Kristen Schaefer, Lauri Corbett, and Pamela
Calandra. Today, on June 19th, the women of
Girl Scout Troop 130, Service Unit 44 will rec-
ognize these students for receiving their gold
awards.

Since the beginning of last century, the Girl
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
young women each year with the opportunity
to make friends, explore new ideas, and de-
velop leadership skills while learning self-reli-
ance and teamwork.

These awards are presented only to those
who possess the qualities that make our na-
tion great: commitment to excellence, hard
work, and genuine love of community service.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipients of these awards, as their
activities are indeed worthy of praise. Their
leadership benefits our community and they
serve as role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that I recognize the
achievements of Kristen, Lauri, and Pamela,
and bring the attention of Congress to these
successful young women on their day of rec-
ognition.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak
about H.R. 333, the Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-
vention and Consumer Protection Act. I had
strong reservations about the measure, and
voted in favor of every attempt to improve the
bill during House consideration of H.R. 333.

I voted for a Democratic alternative which
would have made a number of technical im-
provements to the bill and modified some of
the most burdensome provisions on lower in-
come debtors. I also voted in favor of the mo-
tion to send the bill back to the Judiciary Com-
mittee in order to make improvements. This
motion would have prohibited credit card com-
panies from issuing credit cards to minors who
cannot show sufficient income to repay the
line of credit. Although these measures failed,
I voted in favor of the bill in order to move the
legislation along in the hopes that the bill
would be improved when it was sent to the
Senate.

Unfortunately, this was not the case. The bill
passed by the Senate maintains the House
bill’s onerous provision concerning the means
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test to determine a debtor’s ability to repay
debts. The means test is inflexible and does
not take into account individual family needs
for public transportation, rent and food. The
Senate bill also fails to ensure that child sup-
port payments will come first, ahead of the
commercial creditors.

I will be closely monitoring the efforts of
House and Senate negotiators to draft a com-
promise bankruptcy bill. Should the resulting
bill include the anti-consumer provisions of the
House passed bill, I will vote against the
measure when it comes back to the House
and encourage my colleagues to do likewise.
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Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to Vinh Trong Ngo, a
loving father of four and a community leader
from Fresno, California, who died of a heart
attack in Sacramento on May 10, 2001.

Mr. Ngo was born in Vietnam, graduated
from Law University Saigon and later attended
the University of California at Los Angeles.

He then retuned to his home country and, in
1975 while fighting for the Army of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam, was captured by North Viet-
namese soldiers and spent the next five years
in a labor camp. In 1980, Mr. Ngo escaped
from the camp and fled to the United States.

Mr. Ngo received from the United States the
Distinguished Award for Bravery and the Silver
Star for his military service.

In the early 1980s, he earned a Master’s
degree in Family Counseling from Western Or-
egon State College and moved to California.

Over the years, Mr. Ngo worked as a legis-
lative assistant to Senator JOHN MCCAIN of Ar-
izona and was a principal consultant to former
Californian Assembly Member Art Agnos of
San Francisco.

For the past four years, Mr. Ngo worked as
the regional director of public affairs and de-
velopment for Planned Parenthood Mar
Monte.

He was a leader in numerous community or-
ganizations, including the East Bay Viet-
namese Association, the Refugee Federation
of Oregon, Interfaith Alliance of Central
Califonia, Amnesty International, the Vietnam
Veterans Association of California, the Na-
tional Women Political Caucus and the Insti-
tute for Democracy.

He is survived by his wife, Namanh Bui, and
four children.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Vinh Trong Ngo and
celebrating his legacy of service to his family,
his community, and his country.

INDIA HONORS SWADESH
CHATTERJEE

HON. DAVID E. PRICE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
in recent weeks celebratory events have been
held both in Washington and in my district in
North Carolina honoring one of our most dis-
tinguished citizens, Swadesh Chatterjee, upon
his reception of India’s Padma Bhushan award
in the area of public affairs. The award was
conferred by the President of India on March
22, 2001.

Established in 1954, the Padma Bhushan is
one of the highest civilian awards that the In-
dian government can bestow on an individual.
Mr. Chatterjee is the first Indian American
from North Carolina to receive this award and
the first Indian American to receive the award
in the public affairs category.

‘‘As a young boy growing up in the small
town of Somamukhi, West Bengal,’’ Mr.
Chatterjee recalled, ‘‘I remember how in awe
I was of the men and women who were cho-
sen to receive these honors.’’ Yet for those of
us who have come to know Swadesh
Chatterjee and to appreciate his leadership,
this award is not surprising and is richly de-
served. For Swadesh Chatterjee has gained
recognition in North Carolina as an astute
businessman and a respected community and
political leader, and in recent years he has be-
come well known nationally as well.

Particularly noteworthy has been Mr.
Chatterjee’s presidency over the past two
years of the Indian-American Forum for Polit-
ical Education (IAFPE), one of the oldest and
most respected Indian-American organizations
in the nation. In this capacity he worked effec-
tively to strengthen the organization at the
grass roots and to raise its profile nationally.
He helped stimulate the growth of our Con-
gressional Caucus on India and Indian-Ameri-
cans. He encouraged President Clinton to
make his historic trip to India last year and ac-
companied him when he went.

Mr. Chatterjee, his wife Manjusri, who is an
accomplished psychiatrist, and their children
Sohini and Souvik, are citizens of Cary, North
Carolina, whom I am honored to represent.
They have helped make the Indian-American
community in our state a vibrant one, and they
have greatly enriched our wider community as
well. Swadesh Chatterjee once said that he
and other Indian-Americans were ‘‘fortunate to
be the children of two mothers: India, which
gave us our lives, and the United States,
which gives us our livelihood.’’ He and his
family are proud Americans who contribute a
great deal to our country and remind us that
being American does not require a masking or
suppressing of our diversity; on the contrary,
our country is enriched by the flourishing of
the multiple ethnic and cultural traditions from
which we came.

Mr. Speaker, the Padma Bhushan award is
a fitting recognition not only of Swadesh
Chatterjee’s contribution to his native land but
also of what he has contributed to America
and to Indian-American relations. And while it
surely represents a high point of his career, I
am also confident that it points to even greater
things to come!
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is only befit-
ting the heroic struggle of the outstanding
human rights and democracy leader in Burma,
the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize Winner Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, that I today, on her birth-
day, introduce H.R. 2211. This bipartisan leg-
islation bans the import of all articles into the
United States which were produced, manufac-
tured or grown in Burma.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that similar legis-
lation has been introduced in the Senate by
Senator Tom Harkin and Senator Jesse
Helms. Together our efforts in introducing the
House bill today will close an important loop-
hole in the current sanctions of the United
States with regard to Burma.

I am taking this strong step in light of the
ongoing egregious human rights violations
which the Burmese people continue to suffer
by the hands of the brutal military regime
which now calls itself the State Peace and De-
velopment Council (SPDC). This legislation,
which is already cosponsored by my col-
leagues Constance Morella of Maryland, Ben-
jamin Gilman of New York, Pete Stark of Cali-
fornia, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, Nancy
Pelosi of California, Christopher Smith of New
Jersey, Donald Payne of New Jersey, Dana
Rohrabacher of California, Dennis Kucinich of
Ohio, Joseph Pitts of Pennsylvania, William
Delahunt of Massachusetts, Robert Andrews
of New Jersey, Neil Abercrombie of Hawaii,
Marcy Kaptur of Ohio, Michael Capuano of
Massachusetts, Lane Evans of Illinois, James
McGovern of Massachusetts, Sam Farr of
California, Albert Wynn of Maryland and Jan-
ice Schakowsky of Illinois, sends a strong sig-
nal to the Burmese military dictatorship that
the United States will no longer allow one of
the world’s most brutal regimes to reap the
benefits of its outrageous practices of forced
and child labor, rape and the mass imprison-
ment of opposition and ethnic minorities lead-
ers.

In response to the outrageous and system-
atic use of forced and child labor, the Inter-
national Labor Organization (ILO) evoked in
June 2000—for the first time in its 82-year his-
tory—an extraordinary constitutional procedure
to adopt a resolution which calls on the State
Peace and Development Council to take con-
crete actions to end forced labor in Burma. In
an unprecedented step, the ILO recommended
that governments, employers, and workers or-
ganizations take appropriate measures to en-
sure that their relations with the SPDC do not
abet the system of forced or compulsory labor.
In addition, the ILO urges other international
bodies to reconsider any cooperation they
may engage in with Burma and, if appropriate,
cease as soon as possible any activity that
could abet the practice of forced or compul-
sory labor.

Mr. Speaker, if we take our responsibilities
as the world leader on democracy and human
rights seriously,

Already in 1997, Congress enacted sanc-
tions and former President Clinton issued an
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